CHAPTER VI

BY order of Kudynov, commander of the combined insurgent
forces, Gregor Melekhov was appointed commander of the
Vieshenska regiment, consisting of ten squadrons of cossacks,
The staff at Vieshenska gave him instructions to march in
the direction of Kargin district, to shatter Likhachev's
detachment at any cost, and to drive it beyond the bounds
of the region.
The day he took command of the regiment, he reviewed
his cossacks as they rode out of Vieshenska. He sat bowed
in his saddle, his horse reined in tightly at the roadside,
while past him in column formation rode squadrons draw^
from the Donside villages : Bazka, Bielogorka, Olshanska,
Merkulov, Gromkov, Siemenovsky, Ribinsk, Vodchinsk,
Liebazhi and Yerik. With one gloved hand he stroked his
whisker, as he inspected each squadron with grim, watchful
eyes. Rings of tobacco-smoke floated and dissolved above
the ranks, and steam rose from the horses.
When the regiment was some three miles outside
Vieshenska a patrol returned to report that the Reds were
retreating in the direction of Chukarin. Gregor despatched
three squadrons to outflank the enemy detachment, and
with the remainder rode so hard on their heels that tt^
Reds began to abandon their baggage train and ammuhitic|
chests. As the Likhachev battery was driving out of
Chukarin it lost some of its guns in a little stream. The
drivers cut the traces and galloped off. The cossacks rode
twelve miles beyond Chukarin towards Kargin without
encountering opposition, and they began to talk of reaching
Novocherkass.
Gregor was delighted with the captured battery. " They
didn't even stop to spike the giins," he thought contemptu-
ously. With the help of bullocks, the cossacks hauled tiri
battery out of the stream, gunners were at once forthcoming
from the various squadrons, double sets of horses, six pairs,